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Strategy for Control of Illegal Migration to Thailand by the Lao Government
—Case Study from the Mekong Basin in Laos—

#
MORI Kazuyo

The objective of the study is to reveal the details of governmental intervention and
control of illegal migrant workers from Laos to Thailand. It considers illegal migrants
who migrated to Thailand from provinces in the Mekong Basin. The research was based
on the analysis of governmental and internal documents regarding human trafficking,
labor exploitation, and border security and interviews of the Lao migrant workers in
Bangkok in 2009. The research analyzes how intervention by the Lao Government works
towards illegal migrant workers.

To conclude, the Government carried out certain projects to prevent illegal migrant
workers although it only focused on enlightenment and advertisement. However, on the
village level, there was poorer control because of the strong relationship between villager
and agent. At the same time, it can also be pointed out that governmental control works
in two directions: on the one hand it intervenes with those who are going to work in
Thailand; but on the other hand for those who have worked in Thailand, make them
hesitate to come back to Laos because of the fear of being caught and of losing the
opportunity to go back to work in Thailand again.
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