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Thai Policy towards Burmese Refugees
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This paper examines Thai government policy toward Burmese refugees from the

perspective of Thailand’s national security and bilateral relationship between Thailand
and Burma. Thailand has been one of the biggest refugees’ host countries in Southeast
Asia since the end of the Second World War. But the Thai government has not signed the
United Nations Convention on Refugees (1951) or its companion Protocol (1967). Thai law
has no “refugee” classification and Thais call refugees “displaced persons”, treating them
as illegal migrants according to the Immigration Act (1979). Nevertheless, the Thai
government has been accepting displaced persons as de facto refugees. This paper reviews

Thai refugee policy towards refugees from Burma in three phases :

“early phase

(1970s-1988)”; “middle phase (1988-around 2002)”; and “terminal phase (around

2002-present)”.
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