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The Concepts and Categories of Ethnic Group in the Population Censuses of Thailand

—The increasing ratio of “Thai” in total population, and the varieties of spoken

language-based ethnic categories of the latest census—

fiH HE
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Thailand took a census of 12 out of a total of 18 provinces (monthon) in 1904 and in
following years, took a total of ten more censuses throughout the entire kingdom during
the 20th century. However, during the first half of the 20th century, the population census
and the resident registration were not differentiated. Ethnic concepts in these population
censuses and the reported results have been changed over the years in order from chat
(race), to sanchat (nationality) and to chuachat (race). As a result of the inclusion of
Non-Thai ethnic groups, the percentages of ethnic Thai people in the total population
increased gradually. This result shows that a large majority of the total population in
Thailand is occupied by ethnic Thai people, illustrating a nation-state ideology. In the
latter half of the 20th century, Thai censuses have asked people which language is most
dominant within their households instead of asking their ethnicity. However, these
results were not published until the 2000 census report was completed. In addition,
various ethnic groups were categorized in the report, which was a significant difference

from previous censuses.
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