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Social Support towards Thai Residents in Japan 

Focusing on Students, Women Married with Japanese, and Laborers

Teerapol KULPRANGTHONG 

Based on their status of residence, three groups of Thai people living in Japan were 

studied; thirty students, twenty-eight housewives and twenty-six laborers, totally 

eighty-four samples. Four aspects of the Thai peoples’ lives including work, human 

relationship, emotion and cultural environment were examined. Each aspect was 

analyzed in relation to four forms of social support: practical help or instrumental support, 

emotional support, instructional support and informational support. The results suggest 

that among all three groups each subject had mainly gained various forms of social 

support from Thai people around him/her when he/she got into trouble; in other words, 

Thai communities in Japan play an important role in assisting each other to live their 

lives smoothly. In addition, among the three groups, the housewife group appeared to be 

the most helpful people especially in terms of practical help or instrumental support and 

informational support.  

Finally, the results indicated that all three groups need emotional and instructional 

rather than the others. 
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