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Pottery Shaping Techniques and the Social Connotations 

The Case of Dan Kwian Pottery Producing in Northeast Thailand

NAKAMURA Marie 

The purpose of this paper is to describe and explain the techniques of pottery shaping 
and their social connotations in the region of Dan Kwian, Northeast Thailand, which is 
famous among Thai people for its pottery production.  

Previous research has set the connection between techniques of pottery shaping and 
potters in a fixed relationship not taking into consideration the variety of pottery shaping 
techniques which exist in Dan Kwian. I classify them into “local technique” and “foreign 
technique” according to the interviews with potters who formed these techniques. I 
attempt to explain how these techniques have coexisted in Dan Kwian, and reconsider the 
relation between them and the potters.  

“Foreign technique” was mastered by potters from the rural area of Srisaket when 
they used to work in some villages of famous pottery production. Later it spread out into 
Dan Kwian when the potters moved there. At first the local Dan Kwian potters saw the 
“foreign technique” as a threat because the potteries to which it was applied took less time 
than those made by “local technique”. However, the local Dan Kwian potters gradually 
distinguished themselves from the Srisaket potters by specializing only in large pots in 
which they could take advantage of the characteristics of their own techniques. 

Then some Dan Kwian potters of “local technique” learnt how to use the “foreign 
technique” and began to use both techniques at the same time or one of them selectively 
depending on the types of potteries. As a result of these different backgrounds and 
opportunity for differentiation, these techniques became an instrument of 
self-identification for the potters. 

It can be concluded that the shaping techniques should not be considered as being 
invariable  and having a fixed relationship with the potters, but should be perceived as 
flexible  and changeable depending on the types of potteries. The social connotations can 
also be found in the fact that they enable potters to move to different regions. 

 Further consideration is needed on this flexible and variable pottery making in 
Dan Kwian considering the broader context of “One Tambon One Product” governmental 
policy and market.   
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