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Life Strategy of “Refugees” The Case of Yunnanese Chinese Migrants

with Special Reference to Citizenship and Development Aid from Taiwan

I
WANG Liulan

There are more than 90 villages of Yunnanese Chinese migrants along the
Thai/Burmese border. They are referred to in Thai ethnic term as “Ho” and they call
themselves “Yunnanren” in Chinese. However, they also refer to themselves as “refugees”
and to their place of habitat as “refugees’ villages” when they communicate with others,
especially with people in Taiwan. In order to understand the connotation of these words,
we need to examine the transition of the legal status of Yunnanese historically and
changes of socio-political situations surrounding them in Thailand, especially relating to
citizenship. Also, the process of connecting between the Yunnanese and Taiwan is

explored with special reference to development aid in education and house construction.
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