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Thai Rural Villager Organization as a Network:  

Reconsidering the “Villager Organization” Theory through a Case Study of H Village, 

Nan Province, Northern Thailand 

ONAKA Fumiya 

This paper reconsiders Shigetomi's "villager organization" theory on Thai rural 

villages. It poses a question to his criticism of the "dyadic relationship" hypothesis, based 

on fieldworks by the author on H village in Nan province, Northern Thailand, which has 

had a reputation as a successful example of "villager organization" activities, consisting of 

an integrated agriculture group, a saving group, a women's group, and a youth group. The 

results show that these activities have been based on the cooperation of two human 

networks and that they have been determined by structures of these networks during this 

decade, including a separation of the saving group. These results suggest that it is 

inappropriate to overemphasize "community" aspects in Thai rural villager organizations 

and also reveal the importance of describing them from the point of view of human 

networks. 
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In 1982 the Grassroot Integrated 

Development for Tung Kula Ronghai(GRID) 

which was an NGO started its development 

project in the area and Ban Sri Phon Thong 

was one of the villages selected. The 

intervention was done through sending the 

field worker to live in the village[Shigetomi 

1992:11]. 

Though the rice bank promotion was done in 

rural villages surrounding Ban Sri Phon 

Thong, it was not started until 1983 when the 

field worker of the Grassroot Integrated 

Development of Tung Kula Ronghai(GRID) 

came into the village[ibid.:14]. 
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