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Primary Care Reform under the 30 Baht Healthcare Scheme 

Vertical Integration and Decentralization

KAWAMORI Masato 

This paper elaborates on two essential features of the 30 Baht Healthcare Scheme: 

vertical integration of primary care providers by secondary care providers and 

decentralization or self-governance within primary care services. The first half of this 

paper reviews managerial integration of health centers by community hospitals as a 

result of the dualization of the healthcare regulatory line after the introduction of the 30 

Baht Healthcare Scheme. Quantitative and qualitative control of services by the National 

Health Security Office is also examined. The second half reviews autonomy in primary 

and tertiary prevention services at the primary care level. Lastly, the mediator role of 

health centers between “vertical integration of national healthcare services” and 

“self-governance within primary care services” will be mentioned. 
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