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Thai Students in Japan and their Contributions in Thai Society:
A Gender Comparative Analysis from 1950 to 2000
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This study has two main objectives. The first objective is to understand how and to
what extent Thai students who received scholarship from Japanese government have
applied and contributed their experiences, knowledge and technological progress learned
from Japan to their professional careers in Thailand. The second objective is to analyze
the similarities and differences of their contributions on the basis of their intentions
before and after receiving the scholarships, of their major subjects, and of their gender
differences.

The Japanese government scholarship program has been started in 1954. The major
objective of Thai students receiving the scholarships is to gain more knowledge in high
and advanced technological field, and in some other specific major subjects. Considering
the relationship between gender difference and major subjects taken, it is found that male
students mostly has taken major subjects in the field of natural science while female
students mostly in humanities field. Those students who have finished major subjects in
the field of natural science, especially in Engineering, have played very important roles in
applying their technological knowledge and skills learned from Japan in various academic
and research institutes in Thailand. On this basis, the technological field of study has
been continuously popular among male Thai students who receive the Japanese
government scholarships since the program started up to the present.

During the previous half century, the scholarship receivers, both male and female,
have been successful in their profession career in two aspects. Firstly, they have made a
great contribution in applying their technological knowledge and skills learned in
academic and research fields leading to the promotion of mutual understanding between
Thailand and Japan in terms of technological progress and advancement. Secondly, they
have played very important roles in most Japanese private firms located in Thailand as
high skilled personnels.

Concerning professional career change, there has been clear tendency that both male
and female scholarship receivers graduated from Japan changed their first jobs in
Thailand before receiving the scholarships into independent entrepreneurial jobs.

Key words: Japanese government scholarship, the application of technological
knowledge and skills in Thailand, gender difference and major subjects taken.
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