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Markets and Moeng Political Power in Sipsongpanna: The Case of Moeng Cheng Hung  

KATO Kumiko 

Sipsongpanna was a Tai pre-modern state located in the southernmost part of Yunnan, 

China. It used to have its own political and social systems until it was politically 

reformed in 1956 by the People’s Republic of China. Discussing the various aspects of 

periodic markets in Moeng Cheng Hung, this paper examined the relationship between 

the moeng political power and the markets. 

 As a result, we found that only the king, the market minister, and some of the highest 

ministers of the moeng had the authority to extract “taxes” which were, in most cases, 

either beef or buffalo meat from the markets. These taxes were, possibly, not deposited 

into the state treasury, and thus seem to have been a kind of perquisite of their posts. 
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