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The Making of local History:
A Case of Tai Intellectuals of Moeng Long, Sipsongpanna

49S5—P—FF—*
Isra YANATAN

Transnational economic development between Yunnan and Southeast Asia which begun in
the 1990s has resulted to an economic boom at border towns. However, in the midst of the
rapidly economic development, ethnic people living at the frontiers continue to experience
both socio-economic and cultural marginalization. This is particularly true in the case of
Sipsongpanna, an autonomous prefecture located at the Southwestern Yunnan, inhabited by
a sub-group of Tai-speaking people called Tai Lue. Specifically, Sipsongpanna became an
ethnic tourist spot as a result of its modernization since the end of the 1980s. However, this
led several ethnic cultures to be invented for ethnic tourist business.

Against this background, this paper aims to analyze how local intellectuals of
Sipsongpanna reconstruct their own ethnic identities. In my analysis, I focused on the case
of Moeng Long, an ancient border town located at the most southern part of Sipsong Panna
Autonomous Prefecture. Specifically, I tried to study the process utilized by the local intel-
lectnals of the Moeng Long in making their own Video-CD on religious historical monu-
ments of the said town.

I argue that the making of this Video-CD by the local intellectuals of Moeng Long is an
obvious indication of the initiatives of the local intellectuals to reconstruct their own cul-
tural identity. Accordingly, they re-interpreted and re-present it via the modern technology.
Furthermore, this activity by the local intellectuals reflects how they were able to maxi-
mize their own cultural experiences with the cultural policy provided by the state.
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