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The Peace Movement in Thailand after the Second World War:
The Case of “the Peace Rebellion”

Katsuyuki Takahashi

An international peace movement was initiated by the adoption of the Stockholm Peace Ap-
peal in March 1950, which called for the absolute ban of atomic bombs. More than five hun-
dred million people came to add their names to the petition. About seventy percent of the
signatures, however, originated in China and the Soviet Union. As a result, among govern-
ments in Western countries the peace movement came to be regarded as a communist activ-
ity, leading to official attempts to forcefully monitor, control, and curb participation in
the movement.

The people of Thailand also joined in the peace movement and began collecting signa-
tures. The issue of peace was already in the public spotlight with the recent outbreak of the
Korean War and the Thai government’s agreement to send soldiers to Korea to aid the
United States. Many were opposed to then-current military and foreign policies under a
military dictatorship. Perceiving this danger, on November 10, 1952, police began arresting
and interrogating those who had, or were suspected of having been involved in the peace
movement or other anti-government activities on accusations of plotting a coup, the so-
called “Peace Rebellion”. On November 13 the government rammed a “Communist Activi-
ties” bill through the legislature. ’

In the course of my own fieldwork, I interviewed people in Thailand who were involved in
the peace movement during the Korean War. This essay attempts to explain the develop-
ment of the peace movement, the role of the Communist Party of Thailand, and the subse-
quent reaction of the Thai government. I also attempt to evaluate the positive and negative
factors in the development of the peace movement.
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