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Transition of Inter-regional Commodity flow in Southern Thailand, 1935-1975:
Incorporation into Bangkok-centered Economic Sphere.

oo — BR*
Ichiro Kakizaki

This article aims to reveal the transition of inter-regional commodity flow of Southern
Thailand since the 1930s. This region had been functioning as the hinterland of Malaya’s
entrepdts, namely Singapore and Penang, since the latter half of the 19th century because
of its proximity to them rather than Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, and its similar eco-
nomic condition to British Malaya whose main productions were tin and rubber. Especially
after the construction of railways during the 1910s enabled the rapid and cheap transport
between its eastern coast and Penang, situated on the western coast, the whole region
strengthened the economic relation with Penang. Though railways also contributed to the
expansion of commodity flow between the South and Bangkok, its function as Banghkok’s
hinterland was still limited.

However, after the outbreak of World War II, the export of tin ore and rubber was sus-
pended which became the origin of the transition of commodity flow. Japanese military
ran military trains frequently on the Southern line, the trans-Malay Peninsula line, so that
the commodity flow between the South and Bangkok increased. When the export of rubber
and tin ore resumed after the end of war, the Penang-oriented export did not revive any
more, Rubber came to be sent directly from the coastal ports of the South to the consumers
such as the United States and Japan. The export of tin ore was officially disappeared after
the completion of smelting refinery in Phuket and the refined tin was also sent to the con-
sumers directly. On the other hand, the export of other commodities such as wood or fish-
ery products to Bangkok has rapidly expanded as well as the influxes of industrial products
such as petroleum products from Bangkok instead of Penang.

As a result, the Penang-oriented commodity flow of the South has changed. Comparing
the situation in 1935/36 and 1975, the share of Singapore and Penang has dramatically
fallen from 87% to 5% for export and from 44% to 1% for import. Instead the share of
Bangkok has increased from 13% to 49% for export and 56% to 97% for import. Therefore,
the function of the South as Bangkok’s hinterland in terms of commodity flow was en-
hanced.
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1966— 701y 10,815 18,035 N.A. 92,999 | 14,842 23,317 23,412 | 243,573
1971 —75%1 1,101 38,883 25,808 | 186,558 6,184 25,851 1,993 | 342,127
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F£—3 5% - BEBEOHS (1935,/36~75%) (Hfr: +)

E R_Fy Ny HE-NM B AR ([ ASVE | TSIN|TAUA it
1935/36—39/40%¢t8 | 19,340 287 2 N.A. N.A. N.A. 19,634
1940 17,659 402 419 N.A. N.A. N.A. 18,481
1941 16,394 425 4,016 N.A. N.A. N.A. 21,207
1942 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 3,188
1943 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 527
1944 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 23
1945 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 5
1946 — 505 3,791 2 N.A. 3 - 3,801 8,220
1951 — 553 7,133 274 N.A. 251 1,085 4,769 14,241
1956 — 60335 11,996 358 N.A. 117 730 1,389 15,198
1961 — 65 10,367 N.A. 1,224 4,152 1,413 126 19,602
1966 — 70515 - - 653 5,770 - 12,7117 22,437
1971 — 7544 - — 4,125 5,712 - 9,883 20,763

H1 ;1965 F TIAEH. 6FELIBREIBOKMETH B,

2 FICE - THENB ORI WIESR, FOEZBRVTESEEZEBRL TV,

HIFF + 1935,736~454F : SYB(1939,740-44) : 291, 1946~554F : SYB(1945-55) : 265, 1956~58%F ;
SYB(1956—58) : 245, 1959~624F : SYB(1963) : 271, 1963~654F : SYB(1967-69) : 357. 1966
~B94E : SYB(1970-71) : 361. 1970~T14E : SYB(1972-73) : 355, 1972~T44E : SYB(1974-75) :
349, 1975~T774 : SYB(1976-80) : 385 & ) EE{ERk.
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75 - 7= [Ho Kankha Thai 1983:7], % Dk, 54
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HERNEZF T 2ICB I8, - 72 [STK 1992:
180-181],
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T30, TOBICRARTLALE LS A4FY RET
AYNDBATEIETHEEL, TAYHIRTOD
EITET B T &1 - 72 [BOT(1947) : 612,
T A AEG O IZS0FENRE THEE. Fick -
TRERDIHEE > T, L LG,
KR A& ZBVER S RF VAT OB TR
L STBD, TAYAMETELDERBIIHEZ
2o DD, FRE L TRF viTlEd 5 HIENER
2 HH TV,
MEEDRSEOEIE N — MO WVWTIR, RRT A
D& HUEKRIIF—~ 2 BAFTES, 19654 H
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Z v o J3—s54 Ff (The Union Carbide Co.
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-4 BERBROBHAROHI (1935,/36~77F) EBAL: T/v—v)

O

FE v s—|Ny g7y n=vk-v|a et ag |y s—=—1$3-747-}| ZOM it 2EH96)
1935/36—39/40 1,339 17 330 1 1,684 3,015 2,805 9,271 5.0
1946—49 65,434 4 992 0 2,890 17,014 81 86,453 5.5
1956 —60 576,882 17 1,992 0 277,394 | 211,367 101 | 1,067,753 14.4
1961—65 618,238 | 28,169 4,607 2,932 291,610 | 192,601 126 | 1,138,282 10.6
1966—170 672,722 | 85,006 2,916 7,184 391,936 | 145,708 41,055 | 1,267,454 8.8
194175 1,054,818 N.A. N.A. N.A. 613,893 49,401 22,121 | 1,718,113 5.0
1975—177 2,128,214 N.A. N.A. N.A. | 1,197,381 | 162,236 | 198,443 | 3,487,831 5.8
B OA

EFY P R A e e et I o M AT At E et AR et N Ak i £EH(%)
1935/36—39/40 296 11 22 1 861 456 571 2,093 1.6
1946 —49 1,851 546 923 11 2,344 2,044 1,793 9,006 0.8
1956 —60 81,055 300 7 6 19,321 1,280 1,238 52,714 0.6
1961—65 37,938 869 3 16 11,134 372 369 50,478 04
1966—170 19,698 736 126 - 1,505 132 2,077 27,906 0.1
1941175 36,528 N.A. N.A. N.A. 2,146 37 2,931 38,711 0.1
1975—177 59,616 N.A. N.A. N.A. 1,706 105 564 61,357 0.1
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THINIED - 129,

ZThTd, V7 7 -Biiamaloikvo
LR e L CHEET B 2 &ICTS » 1o, RSO A
RE Y YT R—oRF VERTHAINTE
7ohi, 1964FICY =5 —F v —DF A A4 VitD
AR TESEEERET 5L, Y -5 —F v —
B HIKIE THRIERICHE S 0 5 AlEESEm L
AL O3 3 7 RIEHEA TS, 645D 567
FOREHTEILIF+a ) v F VOLTHEHN
V=5 —F +—=m52000 V7 5 ADMTY v
75 —IKEE N, I Vb OERE L
S Eicli-7?, zofER, 2O A
ABRIC 5 % 5 B 0 LRI 30E D 20~30% 0 &

SO 5 WU P& L/ [Hhil 2006 :
&5 —19]. BN TOAMBERORG IR, BEET
OTESZOMARDLE O L, =F v EDB
RE—BETIEsIELEN T,

—FH Ny F— =R F 5 —F 4 T — P
X LIRLENIRNTH -7z, ¥y ¥ —=—dklF vy
y—=—JlloFOIMELTED, LE»rs0L
WO T/KESEL L5 LV IBEEEATY
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£—5 vUL—EROBHABOHS (1035,36~77F) (B : Fv—v)

B

Y ¥ A Ny yRHF—N| N—1tv |[AHfa-vs7) Hi 2t (%)
1935/36 —39/40 3,705 12,441 2,374 2,482 21,002 11.3
1946 —49 30,066 15,395 12,892 2,839 62,801 4.0
1956 —60 39,517 146,113 110,930 1,681 298,241 4.0
1961 —65 40,508 199,329 110,227 904 350,967 3.3
1966 —70 36,461 65,262 77,583 236 179,447 1.3
1941175 68,745 174,429 199,506 7,118 444,103 1.3
1975117 127,232 401,434 212,231 40,982 781,879 1.3
B A

g 8% NeyysHg—| N—rry (AHLa-vy7 it 2EE (%)
1935/36 —39/40 1,421 1,580 489 314 3,803 2.9
1946—49 36,034 7,890 4,709 1,020 50,153 4.2
1956 —60 42,952 75,419 34,051 3,552 165,975 1.8
1961—65 48,616 61,116 16,960 2,226 128,919 1.0
1966 —170 88,479 56,539 11,980 2,041 158,222 0.6
1941-175 49,311 57,178 4,657 2,044 111,556 0.2
1975—-177 59,088 80,963 1,851 15,439 157,341 0.2
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SRDBTEEL S, Bl TV—-EHED4 0@l VOBESEV EBSERER
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#£-6 FEEESFOHLAROMS (1935/36~778) (BfL : T/y—Y)

WO

Y Ty b| F/—v | AVEY | FIE— [ F T N~ Z Dt &t 2HEH(%)
1935/36—39/40 9,221 4,769 1,959 213 4,543 3,531 1,545 31,782 17.0
1946—49 37,215 10,047 39,851 878 8,493 5,135 2,066 | 104,888 6.7
1956—60 277,350 63,122 | 381,538 9,982 63,040 29,308 10,119 | 834,460 11.3
1961—65 549,852 81,961 | 467,283 32,735 78,715 43,127 10,959 | 1,264,633 11.8
1966170 1,712,270 36 | 396,634 26,937 658 876 55,973 | 2,182,608 15.2
1941—175 2,096,920 709 | 539,334 19,125 327 1,805 12,715 | 2,655,569 78
1975—177 3,934,055 2,086 | 537,614 14,371 N.A. 5,741 20,694 | 4,514,560 7.5
LN

EFH Tty b| 5=V | Avsy | 13— |57~ Nvi—- | Zof it 2EH(%)
1935/36—39/40 3,385 1,024 1,460 95 1,022 523 491 7,999 6.1
1946 —49 12,381 5,566 14,917 337 3,729 188 2,247 40,523 3.4
1956 —60 67,184 13,329 29,561 1,637 18,011 4,240 4,648 | 138,647 1.6
1961—65 76,375 12,951 23,528 34,553 15,876 5,660 1,921 170,863 1.3
1966—170 72,510 4,004 13,789 21,218 25,391 635 1,375 | 129,584 0.5
1941—175 77,503 4,187 46,040 37 9,694 19,129 1,620 | 154,622 0.3
1975—177 69,252 3,144 76,619 359 N.A. 85 2,854 | 150,116 0.2
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