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Sipsongpanna and the Ratanakosin Dynasty in the Middle of the 13th Century:
The Statement of Mahachay of Muang Phong

moE AREF
KATO Kumiko

Sipsongpanna was a Tai pre-modern state which had paid tribute to both Chinese and Bur-
mese Empires since the latter half of the 16th century. In the middle of the 19th century,
contact with the Rattanakosin (Bangkok) Dynasty also appeared. According to historical
documents, Mahachay, the lord of Muang Phong, which was a powerful principality in
Sipsongpanna, and the viceroy, who was a younger brother of the king of Sipsongpanna, as
well as mother of the king and the viceroy went to Bangkok and stayed there for several
years.

Thai researchers argue that this historical event implies that Sipsongpanna relied on the
Rattanakosin Dynasty and sought the help in internal warfare against the enemy who tried
to usurp the throne. However, to prove this, sufficient evidence has not yet to be raised.

In this paper, | examine a record of Mahachay’s statement (Kham Hay Kaan), which was
made to Bangkok in 1852. It was founded that Sipsongpanna’s deepening relations with
Bangkok or Nan, a northern tributary of Bangkok, could not be interpreted to mean that
Sipsongpanna asked for help from the Rattanakosin Dynasty of her own accord. Instead, it
is better to be interpreted that Sipsongpanna was forced to create relations with the
Rattanakosin Dynasty by way of aggressive leading of Bangkok or tributaries of Bangkok.
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