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Spirits’ Wars in Fifteenth-Century Thailand

o -
Hiroshi KANO

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the network between human beings and spirits of
cities or countries divided into opposing forces in the wars of fifteenth-century Thailand.
The materials for this paper are collected from a historical poem “Yuan Phai”, a tale poem
“Phra Lo”, both composed in the 15th century, and “The Chiang Mai Chronicle”.

Thai people believed that their cities or countries (“muang”) were protected by the
guardian spirits. If one had wanted to attack the other “muang”, he had to defeat the en-
emy’s guardian spirits in advance. However, human beings could not attack the enemy’s
guardian spirits by themselves. Therefore, to defeat the enemy’s guardian sprits, human be-
ings had to depend on the powers of own guardian spirits and spirit’s doctors. They were
spirits’ wars. The means of spirits’ wars are classified into two types. One is that spirits’
army was organized by spirits’ doctor and attacked the enemy’s guardian spirits directly.
Another type is that spirits’ doctor was sent to enemy’s “muang”, and angered the enemy’s
guardian spirits to intercept the reliance between the enemy’s guardian spirits and the
human beings. Thereafter, human army would attack and defeat the enemy’s human army
easily, because the enemy had no guarding spirits.

The spirits’ world was imagined as the parallel world of the human world. And the par-
allel world was located in the important position in the politics of fifteenth-century Thai-
land.
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