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Struggle over Forestland versus Farmland in Northeast Thailand and the 90s:
A Historical Dynamics among Farmers, Commyunit,
Ratchakan and Farmers’ Organizations

B8 0
Takayuki KURASHIMA

This paper focuses on the historical dynamics over land use in a forestland at the northeast.
It intends to put struggles on time, space axis and then to objectify them again. Here strug-
gles are ones that have been done by farmers, communist, governmental organizations and
farmers’organizations. It is well known that the northeast had been deforested and cleared
lands for cultivation very widely in the 70s, but in the study area forest had remained for
some reasons, such as the removal of occupied farmers by anti-communist authorities, the
interruption of cutting trees by communists and so on. On the other hands the situation
changed since the end of the internal war and struggles began over resources. It was still at
the local level in the 80s, however, in the 90s it became more severely and even at the na-
tional level because there was designated to be a protected forest and farmers joined organi-
zations. In the 90s farmers went to appeal to governments increasing their numbers, and
then they almost achieved a part of their requests. But the forest department succeeded to
escape parts of them too. In addition to these actors, armies also joined struggles conduct-
ing two projects since the middle of the 90s and it helped to be more complicated the situa-
tion. The forestland, which had been remained as the result of a huge confrontation in the
past, have passed through various struggles even in the 90s, at the same time it have been
narrowly held by the department in the legal sense.
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