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Urban Space, Modernism and Bangkok:
A Sociological Study of Po Intharapalit’s Hatsaniyai

W& EAX
KAWAMORI Masato

This paper examines urban space of Bangkok in terms of modernism, using Po
Intharapalit’s hatsaniyai (comic books) written in the period of 1939-42. Whereas the
modernism-nationalism axis is essential to the study of this period, the conventional aca-
demic works have been relatively overwhelmed with nationalistic discourses. It is perhaps
most important to correct previous overly nationalistic interpretations of society in this
period. Such nationalistic interpretation has blinded us to the complex realities of every-
day social practice of Chaoban and their access to modern life through goods, movies and
clothes. Besides looking at the meaning of modern urban life, this paper examines a re-
structuring process of conventional social order and efforts to generate modern landscapes
of power. In relation to this point, the Bangkokians’ conceptualization of ‘the other’ to be
alienated is studied.
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