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Changing Experiences of Migration:
From Oral Life History of Thai Migrant Workers in Northern Thailand

AT S o
MATSUI Tomoko

Castles and Miller indicated in their book: The Age of Migration (1993), that international
migrants have 4 stages in the process of migration, which suppose migrants take steps from
temporary migrants to settlers in destination countries.

Behind their analysis of migration patterns, there is a certain premise that migrants see
themselves as settlers-to-be somewhere in one place.

However, do migrants in developing countries still regard their migration behavior as a
step before a settlement? My research, focusing on migrants’ oral life histories to capture
migration experiences from their perspective, leads me to believe that there generates a new
perspective or paradigm on migration, that is, they now believe they can live not in one
“home” community or country but anywhere in the world within the mobile lifestyle, feel-
ing their migration experiences as their active and positive choice of their own. It can be
said that this is a quite different perspective of seeing their experiences as “sacrifice” for
their far-away “home” community.

My research also shows that migrant workers tend to repeat work abroad, expanding a
sphere of move and their period of stay being flexible. They continue or resume sending re-
mittance even during a long absence in their home community. There are various opportu-
nities for migration in the community based on divers human networks. But behind these
facts or patterns, the accumulation of divers migration experiences is generating a remark-
able change in migrants’ view on their migration experiences.
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