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Troubles Caused by Japanese in Bangkok during World War 11

— Focusing on Drunken Troubles ——
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This article aims to reveal the overall situation of Japanese-led troubles in Bangkok during World War II.
Numerous Japanese-led troubles such as violence, destruction, invasion, shot or stick occurred in Bangkok,
which concentrated during the initial stage of war. Although Pathumwan and Bang Rak districts where
many Japanese garrisons and entertainment facilities existed had the largest numbers of incidents, the old
city also had considerable number of troubles.

Drunken troubles, accounting for about a half of total troubles, also frequently occurred at the initial stage
of war. The frequent sites of such troubles were mainly the areas where entertainment facilities existed, but
the Chao Phraya Yommarat’s residence where Joint Military Police located also recorded the considerable
number of troubles because many tricycle-related troubles occurred there. While about forty percent of
victimizers escaped after causing troubles, about same numbers were restrained by Japanese military
policemen.

The large number of troubles at the initial stage of war rapidly reduced not only by the passage of
improperly-behaved Japanese soldiers who inflow into Thailand when the war started but also by Thais’
request of transferring improperly-behaved soldiers. In Bangkok, the abolishment of Japanese garrison
at the Nang Loeng racecourse, adjoining to the old city, resulted in the sharp decrease in the number of
troubles in the old city. However, the troubles toward Thai authority increased at the last stage of war as the

Japanese anxious toward Thais rose.
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