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Administrative Approach towards Victims of Internal Conflict

— Policy Analysis on Compensation Scheme for Thailand’s Deep South Conflict ——

5o ot T
MANABE Yuko

This paper analyses how Thai government provides administration policy for victims of Southern
Thailand’s conflict since 2004. Under Martial law and Emergency Decree on the State of Emergency in
Thailand’s Deep South, ill-treatment of the suspect and massive security crackdown caused historical
injustice by the security officials. This paper focuses on massive compensation policy for the conflict
victims under Yingluck government (2011-2013). Yingluck administration increased the categories of
victims and the amount of compensation up to 7.5 million baht for the victims of allegedly offences
caused by the state officials. Although truth-finding and prosecution on military officials has never been
accomplished, monetary compensation is providing to the victims of historical injustice cases in Deep
South. When the administration services reach out victims of conflict, it reflects the definition of “victim”
by the government, such as what kind of groups should be compensated, and under which conditions the
damages shall be deemed as conflict related. It is found that this 7.5-million-baht-compensation policy
originated in the compensation policy for the victims of political violence in Bangkok from 2005 to 2010,
especially deadly crack down of red shirts protests in 2010. Based on field research, this paper shows how
actually this compensation scheme reached out to the victims and their perception about reparations and
justice.
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