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Ideologies on Developmemt in Thailand in the Period of 1958-1973:
Study on Development Studies in an Educational Institution for Bureaucrats

TR R
KAWAMURA Masami

This essay is an attempt to analyze the ideologies on development in Thailand in the period
of 1958-1973 through the study of an educational institution for bureaucrats.

Ideologies of development in Thailand in this period have been examined only through
Prime Minister Sarit’s policies and speecheés. The purpose here is to study other ideologies
of development through an examination of development studies in an educational institu-
tion for bureaucrats, i.e., the National Institution of Development Administration
(NIDA), established in 1966 to produce human resources for national development.

We can see the following features in ideologies of development from looking at devel-
opment studies in NIDA, especially in the public administration that supported the policy
of making a “strong executive” to implement national development plans in the period.
First, their thoughts were influenced by Fred W. Riggs, a famous American scholar and
author of Thailand: The Modernization of Bureaucratic Polity. Thai scholars used his
“prismatic society” model, which was presented as a framework to understand developing
countries. The prismatic society model could explain the intermediate stage between tradi-
tional and modern societies. Secondly, their image of “Development” was as a changing
system in all aspects including politics, administration, economy and society, not merely
economic growth. Thirdly, they used a historical approach in analyzing their own problem
of development. They did not regard their process of development merely as “catching-up”
with developed countries. Fourthly, they were concerned with the impact on Thailand of
the external world, especially the West; therefore, they emphasized the need to select what
influences they should accept and reject. Lastly, as for the role of bureaucrats in national
development, they expected them to become “change agent” altering the traditional society.

Compared with Sarit’s ideas, there are different points in the image of development
and the expected role of bureaucrats, while we can find some common ones, such as concern
over the influence of the West. To discuss the development of Thailand, further studies
about various aspects of ideologies of development are needed.
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