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Peripheral Portion of Thai Citizens formed by Nationality Acts:
A Case Study of Citizenship Recovery of Tai Lue, and the ID number starting with “8”

B H inE
ODA Yukari

There is a “peripheral portion” formed by statutes that define the nation, separately from the territorial
fringe portion of the state and the cultural peripheral portion of the nation. Specifically, it is the people of the
“peripheral portion” of the Nationality Acts who were canceled, recovered, or newly granted nationality in
the transition of the acts.

Therefore, I studied the case of Tai Lue second generation descendants living in a village of Maesai,
Chiang Rai to consider the influence on the “peripheral portion” of the Nationality Acts during
improvements of systems of the nation-state. Study results revealed that these descendants had their Thai
nationality cancelled in 1984 under the Revolutionary Party Announcement No. 337 of 1972, a kind of
Nationality Act. This twelve-year delay occurred due to a discrepancy in how conditions were applied
between the Nationality Act and the Civil Registration Act in regard to nationality cancellation; the
discrepancy became clear when the 13-digit ID number system was introduced newly.

Notably, almost all Tai Lue second generation descendants living in the village were recovered or newly
granted Thai nationality after 2000. However, it seems the ID number starting with “8” (issued to those
granted Thai nationality ex-post facto, which were the people of the “peripheral portion” of the Nationality
Acts such as the above Tai Lue second generation descendants) is becoming a metaphor for a second-class
nation.
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