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The Dynamics of 1970s Thailand’s Student Movement: Protest Event Analysis

VIR N T =T NN T =k
Sirinud KUCHAROENPHAIBUL

This paper aims to analyze the dynamics and factors which specify Thailand’s Student Movement during
1970s and examine the protest action patterns by means of event analysis, a useful method for social
movements study. Newspaper article are collected and analyzed for multiple views. The research findings
are summarized as follows.

First, it was clarified that the student movement peaked in 1973 to 1975. When focusing on the protesters,
the small groups of students in intramural school, the students that gathered temporary, the student in
vocational school and the National Student Centre of Thailand (NSCT) increased their protest activities
whereas the action of the Society of Students in each university was decreased. Additionally, the rare
movement of junior and seniors high school students before the democratic movement in October, 1973
increased rapidly in 1974.

Second, the student’s movements that occurred during the protest period had focused on four main
problem areas including extramural politics, intramural politics, domestic social problem and education
issues.

Third, in the protest action repertoires (protest action forms), conventional repertoire such as
announcements and offering a statement was adopted most. Confrontational repertoire also found, the
students in middle and high schools striking and closing their schools. In case of violence repertoire, violent
behavior of vocational school student was remarkable. Finally, there are many factors that contribute to
the 1970s student’s movement. The higher social responsibility of young people which came from the
educational expansion of higher education institutions from the late1960s was the first issue. In addition,
it can be said that the political opportunity of the new constitution promulgated in 1968, the trend of the
democratic movement in the world and the recognition of the Thai government on students’ political
opportunity also contributed the development the student’s movement.
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