M ¥ A% Nols, 2015 21-35. [Ffz2/ — K] 2

REREE L CoHr L ARMUA S pom
—— ¥ A R G —

A New Thai Personal Pronoun pom as “Role Language™:

The Pilot Study of “Role Language” on Thai
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ITO Yuma

This is a pilot study on Thai’s ‘role language’ (yakuwari-go), which is sets of speech characters related

with the images of speakers; e.g. phom related with male speakers and dichan related with female

Sp

eakers. The purpose of this paper is to discuss a new personal pronoun, pom, which might have been

derived recently from a first singular personal pronoun phom and have never been mentioned so far in

any dictionaries. At first, because of the absence of description of pom, we inspect the literatures written

by Standard Thai, such as books, comics, and comments on web pages in order to ascertain that this new

pronoun is used in Standard Thai. Second, considering the usage of pom and the result of interviews for Thai

native speakers, we conclude that pom is a ‘role language’ related with the image of infant boys. It means

that pom might be regarded as an independent form from phom in terms of the function of role language. In
addition, we suggest that what evokes the image of infant boys should be the deaspiration at the onset of the
pronoun, that is, the onset of phom, ph-, changes into p- in pom. Finally, we propose two hypotheses about

this phenomenon, baby-talk hypothesis and dialect-hypothesis. However, we cannot conclude that which

hypothesis is more adequate to explain the phenomenon. This topic needs to be discussed in more depth.
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