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Astrology in Thailand:

— A case study of an astrologer’s activities in the precincts of the Buddhist temple —

NI ST
OGAWA Emiko

This paper deals with Thai Astrology — hooraasaat — which forms a part of Thai life and culture.
Thais are known to rely on the astrological selections of auspicious times for the performance of a whole

range of activities, from wedding and royal rituals to going into coup d’état despite the fact that Thailand

is a Buddhist country and that original Buddhism doctrines regard astrology and other practices relating to

divination as undesirable form of witchcraft.

This paper investigates that paradox by providing a case study of activities of an astrologer —

hooraacaan — who has an office in the precincts of a Buddhist temple. The study finds that hooraasaat,

although it has been condoned, has close interaction with Theravada Buddhism. In addition hooraasaat

serves a function to responds lay Buddhists’ desire for benefits gained in this world. The author has

considered that there is a complementary relationship between a Buddhist temple and a hooraacaan. By

accepting hooraasaat and offering a place for the hooraacaan, a temples can meet the needs of visitors

indirectly. The hooraacaan in turn gets earns the respect of the people through the authority of the temples.
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