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Ways of translating the “God”

Translation “God” of Tenrikyo from Japanese to Thai in Thailand

Vi A |
NAGAMATSU Kazuo

Tenrikyo is a one of the Japanese new religions, which established in 1838. Many studies about Tenrikyo
get the center of studying new Japanese religions. However, it is not sufficient to shed light of translating the
doctrine to foreign language including Thai language. This essay tries to discuss about the religion concept
by the case studying of translating the “God” in Tenrikyo from Japanese to Thai, referring the way of
translating the Bible and that of interpreting the Koran from English to Thai.

The nuances of “God” in Tenrikyo are difficult to translate because Tenrikyo’s “God” has multiple
names, for example, “oyagami” and “tenri-o-no-mikoto”, etc. Besides that, in Thailand, translators need to
avoid Buddhism words. Thai people are very familiar with Buddhism culture daily. That is why translators
often use the Japanese original name phonetically. The more trying be a translation faithful to the original
in Japanese, the more it becomes different even if it is correct as a word of Thai language. Translating the
religious doctrine faces a difficulty. The author insists the historical, linguistically and theological crossing
approach is very important to translate the religion doctrine in foreign language.
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