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Suppressed legislative branch in Thailand:

— Focus on electoral reform —

o 3o
TOYAMA Ayako

This study examines the objective of electoral reform as stipulated by the 1997 and 2007 constitutions.
Existing studies have indicated that the electoral system established in the 1997 constitution was designed
to constitute a stable government and reinforce political parties. In contrast to the 1997 constitution, the
electoral system of the 2007 constitution is said to have been devised with the intention of making a
government weak. Many scholars investigated the problems related to the Thaksin government as the main
source of change in the purpose of the electoral system. However, this study analyzes the design of the
electoral system in both constitutions in detail, including election and party laws, to verify other effects by
the electoral reforms.

An analysis of the two constitutions reveals that the electoral reform of 1997 had the effect of facilitating
the control of the executive over the legislative branch, and the reform of 2007 weakened this electoral
system. Research into election and party laws indicates some important facts. First, the obligations of the
executive members of political parties have increased enormously. Second, the scope of responsibility of
the executive members has expanded. Third, the cases in which a political party is dissolved have increased.
Fourth, an increase in election being reconducted and MPs being disenfranchised is also observed.

Results of electoral reform as established by the two constitutions consequently led to an invalidation
of the election results, as political parties were dissolved and elections were reconducted. This study thus
concludes that the legislative branch has been the main target of a crackdown by the executive or judiciary
branches in the electoral reforms of the two constitutions.
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