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Southern Thai Conflict:
Increasing Military Budgets and Never Ending Violence

ro R AL
TAKEHARA Karona

Conlflict continues in the southern region of Thailand bordering on northern Malaysia. Although there
have been many studies into this conflict that explain the background of the conflict and the reason for the
escalation in violence, they do not answer the question “Why does the conflict not end?”

In this paper I conduct various analyses, paying particular attention to the military budget, to determine
the profits gained from the conflict, in order to reveal that profitability for the military is one of the
important reasons for the continuation of the conflict. Following the coup in 2006, the military extended
its political influence over both national and southern politics and their budget also increased enormously.
However, even with increased spending, the military was not able to restore the security situation and
civilian casualties have actually increased. Recently, critics against the military have grown, frustrated
by their misleading actions. In 2010, a member of the ruling party suggested that the military may be
sustaining conflict to obtain profit from the budgets. With this in mind, I verified the amount of the
budget provided for the southern conflict, the special treatment of the soldiers and the ineffective military
countermeasures. Through this, I demonstrate that the budget assigned to the southern military conflict is a
hotbed for military profit. I conclude that the military seeks to profit from the conflict rather than attempting

to solve it.
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