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Living as “AIDS Widows™:

Social Identities of People who Are Affected by HIV/AIDS in Rural Villages of Upper Northern Thailand,

and Their Survival Strategies

o JE Al S0
NAKAI Senjo

The author conducted ethnographic research from 2003-2004 in suburban village A, about 30 kilometers
south-west of Chiang Mai City, where a self help group of people living with HIV/AIDS (PWA) was
formed in 1995 in order to support PWA and their families. The group members are predominantly female,
and the core members are “AIDS widows”, that is, women who lost their partners from AIDS. With the aid
of both local and outside organizations, they successfully renegotiated their identity in a more positive light.
Today, they are no longer regarded as feared transmitters of the deadly disease but as socially responsible
members of the village community. However, the research also indicates that every AIDS widow in the
village is indiscriminately treated as PWA regardless of HIV serostatus. Only AIDS widows who chose
to live as PWA, giving up a number of life choices, e.g. certain types of occupation, participation in
communal activities, courtship, and child bearing, are accepted as a part of the village community. On
the other hand, HIV negative AIDS widows who chose to live as non-PWA are still subject to fear and
resentment from other villagers, including PWA and their supporters. They have very few choices but to
silently bear alienation, or move out of the village to start a new life elsewhere. Although AIDS widows
are unquestionably a symbol of reconciliation and unity of the village, the very identity of AIDS widows
reduces all AIDS widows to PWA regardless of HIV serostatus.
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X, F)LTHZENRS Z L 2 RAZED— A
Thbo LIDIA X5, MITERIIRS
CERBALL ST ORI A LR BRI,
BARREZE L, FFEREE L LTEZ L2012,
HEMbrRioax L7228 THD, Ll HAD
HICIE Mo CREREE LML T I LIl b L
D\ PR OFRIIEEWICZITIED STz,

LABEE, ESEELTWEL0LELTE
D AR ST B EHMEDFHFEEHA T
720 LVADERKICEES L 2 AL E, lkiddt
OB £ TIBEDPDPDL LD D LW
Vo F7o. TEABGHERISHHETH, ANDOAA
ZERE 22T AN TN LD TLEIZWS 2 n»
EHFEo T2 [20044E11H9H]. L2 LR
L ARk A LS T A, MO
AL D ISk L T 7z,

RGO I ERIGA 2 £ TOMM & 1E, B
HEET [ Ay FyIl] LIHENR w5, AF
DANAORTIE, HIVIUERADRFO—F L L
T BHBICREEIZ ES o T /e, e b —E
Bd, M O HIV IS A8 D%+ X5
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