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The Transformation of Thaniya, an Amusement Area exclusively for the Japanese:

With Focus on Working Experiences of Hostess

a oW B A
KURATA Sayaka

This paper has its research field in the area along the Thaniya Street in Bangkok, Thailand, which is

known as an amusement area exclusively for Japanese people. As Thaniya was developed to serve Japanese

resident employees, foregoing research works on its function have been done with focus on such people.

However, the meaning of its existence is related not only to the convenience of Japanese guests but also that

of hostess in the area. In this research, light was casted on hostess to investigate their sense of values and the

role they have borne in the existence of the street.

This paper investigates working experiences of hostess to analyze and examine the function of the

street considering the following aspects; 1) Thaniya is considered as the “upper class” in Thai sex-related

business, 2)hostess have pride for being at the upper class and are conscious that they are different from red-
light district workers, 3)hostess have voluntarily chosen to work in Thaniya street.
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