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Competition and Society Formation Process in Lao village of Cambodia:

A Case Study of Food Shortage for Monks

N i S
YAMAZAKI Sumiko

This paper examines Lao village formation process in Stung Traeng, Cambodia, presenting a case that

monks could not receive enough food despite daily rotational serving by villagers. Beside cooperation on

the serving, competition among households can be seen in form of gossips, which still makes monks out of

food.

In the village competition appears not directly but as gossips which are inherently fluid and always

changing in target and contents of calumny. I describe some cases of such competition among villagers

in relation to disengagement with serving for monks. Finally, instead of concluding that the competition

tends to collapse the society, I suggest the Lao village society is being formed with the specific ways of

competition.
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