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Ranking the Moengs by Moeng Cheng Hung, the Capital Moeng in Sipsongpanna

oo AFES
KATO Kumiko

Tai premodern states, which were located in present-day Thailand, Laos, Shan States in Myanmar,
Southwestern China, or Northwestern Vietnam, consisted of several principalities or autonomous political
units called moeng or muang. The power relationship among the principalities and the capital moeng can be
understood by discussing how the capital moeng ranked the principalities politically and ritually.

This paper analyzes Sipsongpanna as a case of Tai premodern states. It was located in the southernmost
area of Yunnan and became a part of China after the Chinese Communist Liberation in 1950. Some of the
principalities in Sipsongpanna were given official titles as governors by the Qing Dynasty in the first half of
the eighteenth century. This paper uses, as sources of information, Tai manuscripts written in “Tham” letters
as well as the reports of the investigations conducted in the 1950s for land reform.

Analyses show that the principalities given high titles by Moeng Cheng Hung, the capital moeng of
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Sipsongpanna, were divided into two categories:

1. old and autonomous principalities that appeared by the first half of the fifteenth century in Cheng Hung

Chronicle—most of these were ranked relatively low in the accession ceremony and parades for the king

2. principalities that were rarely referred to in Cheng Hung Chronicle before the eighteenth century, when

the Qing Dynasty bestowed upon them the highest title of indigenous rulers (except Moeng Cheng Hung)

in Sipsongpanna—most of these were ranked relatively high in the accession ceremony and parades for

the king

The appointment of indigenous rulers with different official titles in the first half of the eighteenth century

by the Qing Dynasty may have significantly affected the power relationship among the principalities. Both
Moeng Cheng Hung and the other principalities attempted to use this to their own advantage.
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