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A Study about Youth Culture in Urban Area, Thailand:
A Case Study about “Pab” in Bangkok

N
SAITO Daisuke

In this paper, I focus on the lifestyle of urban youth in Bangkok, especially going to “pab”. In the case of
Thailand, the activity and place of nightlife of youth have been thought with the discourse under negative
image and bad influence for youth. In the academic field, this discourse has been dominance; that is, “pab”
is the breeding place for pre-marital sex, drag use and so on. Consequently, these places have been regulated
or cracked down by the authority from 2003. However, we still see many youths at these areas in spite of
government’s regulation for youth’s night life.

I recognize that it is not impossible to grasp and understand this activity in depth from this essentialist
perspective. It is necessary to re-consider about this behavior. This is the main objective this paper.
To achieve this objective, at first, I will examine the whole picture of “pab” in Thai society. And then, I will
discuss a specific case about “pab”. In this paper, I will focus one area where is one of the most popular area
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among youth in Bangkok in 2000s.
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