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Factors of Out- of- School Migrant Children in Thailand:
A Case Study of Myanmar Children in Samutsakon Province

T E O
NOTSU Takashi

The influx of migrant children is creating a new educational problem in Thailand. “Out-of-school” among
migrant children, a serious educational issue, is discussed in this paper. Utilizing the data from field studies
conducted in 2008 and 2009, the factors influencing out-of-school children are analyzed and grouped into
three categories:

1) Systemic factors signify problems related to the administrative process of accepting migrant children
in school. The delay of establishing specific institutional mechanisms and procedures for the acceptance has
become a major cause of out-of-school.

2) Network-related factors include cooperation networks between schools and external institutions such
as non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that can provide support mechanisms that bridge the gap
between the school and the children. However, the absence of these cooperative relationships is due to wide
communication gaps and the lack of intermediaries.

3) Family-related factors embodied in family values and the resulting behavioral patterns. The tendency to
engage in child labor, transnational and circulative life pattern, ethnic identity and expectations of returning
home in the future contribute to out-of-school in Thai schools.

Factors of Non-attendance of Migrant Children:
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