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One Hundred Years of Tamnan Phutthachedi Siam:
Art Historical Plot and the Formation of the Siamese Absolutist State
Chatri Prakitnonthakan

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

This article reexamines Tamnan Phutthachedi Siam (The Chronicle of Siamese Buddhist
Chedis) by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab as a foundational work in the formation of
modern Thai art historical knowledge and in the categorization and exhibition
design of art objects at the National Museum Bangkok. The article argues that the
historiographical “plot” wunderlying the division of Thai art history into seven
periods, namely Dvaravati, Srivijaya, Lopburi, Chiang Saen, Sukhothai, Ayutthaya,
and Rattanakosin, should not be regarded as a naturally existing historical truth.
Rather, this framework was historically constructed within the context of Siam’ s
transition into a modern nation—state during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries

Drawing upon intellectual history and textual analysis, the article
examines why Tamnan Phutthachedi Siam became a foundational model for Thai art
historical scholarship and continues to shape both contemporary understandings and
museum representations of Thai art. It proposes that the book emerged from the
socio—political conditions of Siam during a period of colonial pressure, when
Siamese elites sought to construct a national narrative capable of integrating
tributary territories and diverse ethnic populations into a unified political
community. Under these circumstances, art historical writing became a means of
producing a shared national imagination and legitimizing the centralization of
power under the emerging Siamese absolutist state. Within this context, Tamnan
Phutthachedi Siam established, for the first time, a systematic narrative structure
for Thai art history through the chronological ordering of artistic development
according to political eras and former kingdoms.

On the occasion of the centennial anniversary of the book’ s publication
in 2026, this study argues that the book should be reconsidered not as a universal
historical truth, but as a product of political and ideological conditions tied to
the formation of the Siamese absolutist state and modern Thai historical

consciousness.
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Continuity Within Change: Non—Formal Education and State Transformation in
Thailand, 1949-2023
Khomkrit Traisuphachoke

Graduate School of Economics, Shiga University

s4024002@st. shiga—u. ac. jp

This study takes a historical perspective on the transformation of non—formal
education (NFE), or Kor Sor Nor, in Thailand from 1949 to 2023, emphasizing
institutional continuity, dependency on past developments, and gradual change. The
study argues that NFE has not only functioned as an educational alternative, but
also as a strategic instrument of state governance. It has continuously adapted to
shifting political, economic, and ideological contexts, from Cold War state-—
building to contemporary lifelong learning agendas

Using policy documents, academic literature, and international legal texts,
the study demonstrates how NFE has been gradually expanded through the addition of
new layers of institutions, rather than through major changes. Although major
policy milestones, such as the 1997 Constitution and the 2008 Promotion of Non—
Formal and Informal Education Act, introduced new narratives of diversity and
decentralization, the core administrative structures and Thai state objectives
have remained largely unchanged

In addition to this macro—level analysis, the study incorporates original
survey data from 103 NFE students in Khlong Sam Wa District Education Promotion
Center (Non—Formal Education Center) in Bangkok and in—depth interviews with seven
students. The findings reveal that dropouts are highly concentrated at the end of
lower secondary education, particularly in Matthayom 3 (Grade 9), and are strongly
associated with school-related factors, such as rigid discipline, authoritarian
teachers, and a lack of emotional support. These institutional conditions often
trigger dropouts, while NFE serves as a valuable re—entry pathway.

Ultimately, this study redefines “dropout” as part of a broader, non—linear
learning pathway by integrating historical analysis with field-based evidence. The
study also shows that Thailand’ s education system is marked by continuity within
change. Institutional adaptation occurs through adjustment rather than disruption,
which reinforces the ongoing role of NFE as a compensatory mechanism and a tool of

state transformation.
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