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Human Rights Consciousness of Junior and High School Students in Bangkok:
Focusing on the Difference in Interpretation of “Equality and Equity”” in Thai Middle Classes

B % B P
BABA Satoko

People in the middle classes have marched in the street against the government for several years
and the economical and rights gap between farm village peasants and city middle classes is important
background factor of this political crisis in Bangkok. This paper aims to reveal the feature of Human Rights
Consciousness in middle classes students especially related “equality and equity”.

First, the author compares the interpretation of “equality and equity” in Bangkok with that of in Surin and
it also compares this interpretation among five schools in Bangkok. The gap among each school is bigger
than the gap between Bangkok and Surin.

Second, this paper analyzes the reason for the difference of interpretation among each school and there
are three different groups about the contents and method of human rights education. Although all of students
are middle classes, the interpretation is different depending on the contents and method of human rights
education. This paper shows that the human rights awareness of students is more influenced from contents
and methods of human rights education in the school than the social class. This result will suggest that
“middle class in Thailand” may not be a monolithic category and there is room for further research into

dealing with conflict between village and city.
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