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Use of Civilian Passenger Trains by Japanese Army in Thailand during World War 11:
Analysis of the Bills for Military Transport.
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This article aims to reveal the use of civilian passenger trains in Thailand by the Japanese army during
World War II by analyzing the bills for military transport in the National Archives of Thailand. Aside from
the operation of military trains for the transport of troops and munitions, many Japanese soldiers (including
civilian employees) also rode civil passenger trains in Thailand, and the fares for them were totaled by the
Railway Department before asking for Japan to pay. The total number of Japanese soldiers using civilian
passenger train during the war was about 165,000 persons.

During the period immediately after the outbreak of war, the number of inbound passengers on the
Northern line was the largest, which should have been due to the small number of military trains on the
Northern line. Then the number of passengers between Bangkok and Bang Pong or Nong Pladuk, the
starting point of the Thai-Burma line, became overwhelmingly large in the following stage of constructing
Thai-Burma line, and this tendency was inherited after the opening of the Thai-Burma line. Finally, the
number of passengers decreased in the last stage when the network was divided by bombing. During this
stage, passengers did not concentrate on the specific section but instead spread in various sections.

Thus, although the use of civilian passenger trains by the Japanese army was mainly found on the
sections where the volumes of military transport were large, there were still not a few soldiers on the
sections where military trains did not exist; it can be said that the use of civilian passenger train played a
role of complementing military transport by the military train. Moreover, the existence of very local use that
was not related to the movement of Japanese troops also became clear from the bills for military transport.
However, the use of Thai civilian trains by the Japanese army was only an obstructive existence for Thai
railways whose number of passengers was increasing while their transport capacity was decreasing.
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=1 % ERDBEAREANDEKEE (B N—Y)

F A EAKEE RifaEKkEE

1942 11 26 553,632.30 553,632.30 1941¢12Hé}
12| 26| 1,438,498.66 | 1,992,130.96 | 19425184

1943| 1| 4| 979,321.80| 2,971,452.76 | 1942&E 2R %
111] 1,380,955.80 | 4,352,408.56 | 194234
1111| 674,74430| 5,027,152.86 | 1942E 4B %
1[13] 618,909.17 | 5,646,062.03 | 1942584
1113| 566,177.70 | 6,212,239.73 | 19426 B %
115 440,037.70 | 6,652,277.43 | 1942&7 B4
1/15| 407,85860| 7,060,136.03 | 1942E8F 4
1/18| 301,147.00| 7,361,283.03 | 1942E9F %
2| 3| 188,524.77| 7,549,807.80 | 1942 10A 4%
2| 8 86,431.00 | 7,636,238.80 | 194211 A%
3| 15| 242,70090| 7,878,939.70 | 1942&E 124
3| 24| 314,851.77| 8,193,791.47 | 194351845
4| 23| 397,995.87 | 8,591,787.34 | 1943528 %
6| 10| 340,164.72| 8,931,952.06 | 1943%E3R%
6| 11| 220,984.00 | 9,152,936.06
6|15/ 120,585.30| 9,273,521.36
6|29| 51503049 | 9,788,551.85|1943%E484%
7|24| 516,158.06 | 10,304,709.91 | 19435584

600,914.40 | 10,905,624.31 | 19436 A%
9|28| 782,304.79 | 11,687,929.10 | 1943E7 B4
480,659.20 | 12,168,588.30 | 19438 A%

11| 27| 551,773.09 | 12,720,361.39 | 194398 %

1944| 1| 2| 736,534.40 | 13,456,895.79 | 1943E10 A%

2| 3| 573,93050| 14,030,826.29 | 1943&E11 B4
3| 7| 474,620.05| 14,505,446.34 | 194312845
4| 5| 490,744.00 | 14,996,190.34 | 194451 8%
5/16| 691,138.82 | 15,687,329.16 | 1944 E2 %
6| 9| 689,48225| 16,376,811.41 | 194435
7| 6| 49512370 16,871,935.11 | 1944 £4 A5
8| 14| 840,187.63| 17,712,122.74 | 1944 E58 %
9| 4] 1,003,139.50 | 18,715,262.24 | 19446 A%
9| 4| 153,115.42| 18,868,377.66 | EEHEEZE
9| 23| 689,355.77 | 19,557,733.43 | 1944 7B %
9|23 22,392.01 | 19,580,125.44 | EEskEREH
10| 27| 558,659.60 | 20,138,785.04 | 194485
10|27 12,831.91 | 20,151,616.95 | EEShERNE
11| 28| 786,827.86 | 20,938,444.81 | 1944 F9R %
11|28 10,146.60 | 20,948,501.41 | EEskEE%
12|25 469,309.20 | 21,417,900.61 | 194410 A4
1945| 1]23| 4,811,806.25 | 26,229,706.86 | 1944&E11 A%
1]23 797.00 | 26,230,503.86 | EEEEHE
3| 9| 537,19520 | 26,767,699.06 | 194412 A4
3| 23| 400,888.20 | 27,168,587.26 | 1945% 1 B %
4|25| 287,329.70 | 27,455,916.96 | 1945F2 A4
6| 5| 199,824.30| 27,655,741.26 | 19453 A%
6| 5 21,80345 | 27,677,544.71 | EZskERK
6|27| 139,282.40| 27,816,827.11 | 19454 A%
8| 3| 222,527.76 | 28,039,354.87 | 194558 %
8| 31| 259,380.70 | 28,298,735.57 | 194556 A%
9| 24| 273,104.37 | 28,571,839.94 | 19457 A%
9|24 74,234.27 | 28,646,074.21 | 194551, 2 B&hl%
10|24| 242,944.70 | 28,889,018.91 | 19458 A4
1946 1| 5| 104,891.02| 28,993,909.93 | 19453, 4 B&HI%
1128| 149,039.26 | 29,142,949.19 | 194555, 6 B&M4%
2| 5/ 200,002.80 | 29,342,951.99 | 19457, 8 Bi&MN%A
3| 15| 1,524,832.60 | 30,867,784.59 | 19459 R %
3|15 444.10 | 30,868,228.69 | EEsbEEHE
4111 4,816.50 | 30,873,045.19 | 1945&F9 A% (&#N)
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R3 BAAXREOZIKE (B :/N—)

£ |A|H EZ/A BN ] s &
1942 3| 24| 1,000,000.00| 1,000,000.00
9| 17| 1,000,000.00| 2,000,000.00
10| 27| 1,000,000.00| 3,000,000.00
1943 1] 13| 3,000,000.00| 6,000,000.00
1944 2| 4| 1,593,016.76| 7,593,016.76
3| 16 6,822.40| 7,599,839.16 | F 1 LiK—>, N— hYAEER
6| 14| 1,652,620.40| 9,252 459.56
10| 13 3,20320| 9,255,662.76 | =M@ TE
1) 7 9,562820| 9,265,190.96 | EMEITE. 7 7HREmERH
12| 7 54,71589| 9,319,906.85 | EfT&. EHKEEFRE. F21LF—BER
1945, 1| 19 208.00| 9,320,114.85 | #H{ERAH
1] 16 2,804.43| 9,322,919.28 | HfEAF
1] 25 550.00| 9,323,469.28 | E&ft
2| 6 1,031.25| 9,324,500.53 | B&X
3| 16 88,636.00 | 9,413,136.53 | FTAESHEETERF
3| 27 8,557.40 | 9,421,693.93 | E&fL. FHEMAF
3| 30 18,171.50| 9,439,865.43 | EMfZIE%E
4| 7 1,610.00| 9,441,47543 | B&ER
5,677,641.50| 15,119,116.93 | EfT&
7| 16 4,822.80 | 15,123,939.73 | FilskEEMERF
8| 2| 1,733,441.19| 16,857,380.92| 1944 F10 ~ 12 A METE. ElERAME
8| 16| 1,067,245.88| 17,924,626.80 | 19455F 1 ~3 A ETE. EMEAFM. FEHRERN
A &1 ERLU

LAEDLE T80 NN— Db TEY, 1945
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x4 BAEO—MREINEFBER (BEf: A)

Y i)} st

B FR aE Twm | ok wiE] | BE | 2R e EE] | 56 | 58| e [5iE] =
51 H311941/12 38| 207 684 23 952 280| 2,119 297 -| 2,696 318| 2,326 981 23 3,648
1942/01| 1,040 467| 2,185 8| 3,700| 2,667 818| 3,032 32| 6,549 3,707| 1,285| 5,217 40| 10,249
1942/02 - 184| 1,493 - 1,677 - 127 1,793 - 1,920 - 311| 3,286 - 3,597
1942/03 286 154 1,060 -/ 1,500 434 62| 1,918 - 2,414 720 216| 2,978 - 3,914
1942/04 292 29 782 17] 1,120 191 36| 1,318 17| 1,562 483 65| 2,100 34 2,682
1942/05 253 61 707 10| 1,031 326 66| 1,309 17| 1,718 579 127 2,016 27 2,749

1942/06 420 98 259 - 777 588 92 359 -1 1,039| 1,008 190 618 -| 1816

&t 2,329| 1,200| 7,170 58| 10,757 4,486 3,320| 10,026 66| 17,898 6,815] 4,5620| 17,196| 124| 28,655

25 281|1942/07 864 95 232 3| 1,194 1,418 93 208 -l 1,719| 2,282 188 440 3| 2913
1942/08| 1,828 84 174 -| 2,086| 1,625 115 230 -| 1,970| 3,453| 199 404 -| 4,056
1942/09| 1,121 83 43 -| 1,247| 1,597 109 46 -l 1,752 2,718 192 89 -l 2,999
1942/10| 1,271| 326 164 -l 1,761 1,138 291 183 -| 1,612| 2,409, 617 347 -| 3,373
1942/11| 1,652| 169 91 6| 1,918 1,638 222 79 -l 1,839| 3,190, 391 170 6| 3,757
1942/12| 1,361 19 43 -1 1,423| 1,403 61 32 -| 1,496 2,764 80 75 - 2919
1943/01 728 13 63 - 804| 1,208 55 79 - 1,342 1,936 68 142 -l 2,146
1943/02 996 8 96 10| 1,110 1,327 53 131 -l 1,611 2,323 61 227 10| 2,621

1943/03 173 4 23 2 202 464 2 27 493 637 6 50 2 695

1943/04 773 1 172 13 969 | 1,241 34 178 9| 1,462| 2,014 45 350 22| 2,431
1943/05 846 14 172 -1 1,032( 1,117 26 220 - 1,363| 1,963 40 392 - 2,39%
1943/06 820 12 106 1 939| 1,244 73 181 1| 1,499 2,064 85 287 2| 2,438
1943/07 895 34 70 - 999 || 1,358 46 106 -| 1,510 2,253 80 176 - 2,509
1943/08| 1,235 65 191 -| 1,491 1,846 25 136 -1 2,007 3,081 90 327 -| 3,498

1943/09| 1,168 17 195 10| 1,390 1,859 48 136 6| 2,049| 3,027 65 331 16| 3,439

1943/10] 1,372 87 563 4] 2,026 1,842 32 462 28| 2,364\ 3.214] 119| 1,025 32| 4,390

&t 17,103] 1,041| 2,398 49| 20,591 22,225| 1,285| 2,434 44| 25,988 39,328 2,326| 4.832 93| 46,579
E3HA|1943/11| 1,219] 187| 1,191 -1 2,597 1,790 33| 1,548 -l 3,371| 3,009 220 2,739 -| 5,968
1943/12| 1,544 156| 1,357 -1 3,057| 1,518 25| 1,754 -l 3297| 3,062 181 3,111 -| 6,354
1944/01| 1,031 65 899 3| 1,998 1,477 4| 1,023 -| 2,504 2,508 69 1,922 3| 4,502
1944/02 803 16 720 -| 1,639| 1,208 15| 1,083 -1 2,301| 2,006 31| 1,803 -| 3,840
1944/03| 1,204 10 689 9| 1,912 2,025 20 880 31 2,956 3,229 30| 1,569 40| 4,868
1944/04| 1,114 12| 1,878 1,251 7 806 6| 2,070| 2,365 16| 1,549 18| 3,948
1944/05| 1,042 15| 1,828| 1,545 4 848 1] 2,398 2,587 6| 1,617 16| 4,226
1944/06 964 637 28| 1,633 1,466 7 722 17| 2,212 2,430 11] 1,359 45| 3,845
1944/07| 1,173 44| 2,464\ 1,521 4 982 31| 2,538| 2,694 16| 2,217 75| 5,002
1944/08| 1,063 42| 1,273\ 1,371 22 50 53| 1,496 2,434 23 217 95| 2,769
1944/09| 1,119 42| 2,043 1,222 20 665 54| 1,961 | 2,341 22| 1,545 96| 4,004
1944/10| 1,235 999 47| 2,288 1,434 14 825 68| 2,341 2,669 21| 1,824| 115| 4,629
1944/11] 1,305 948 56| 2,310 1,439 19 769 40| 2,267 | 2,744 20| 1,717 96| 4,577
1944/12| 1,322 631 55| 2,020 1,241 647| 114 2,003| 2,563 13| 1,278] 169| 4,023

—_

1 . 1 ) , )
&t 16,138| 484 11,865| 353| 28,840(20,503| 195|12,602| 415| 33,715 36.641| 679| 24,467 768| 62,555

BE4H3|1945/01| 2,015 485 68| 2,573 1,089 7| 1,888 134 5,133
1945/02 911 316] 143] 1,372 811 1,252 97| 2,164| 1,722 6| 1,568| 240/ 3,536
1945/03 664 410/ 193| 1,267 575 - 932 72| 1,579 1,239 -| 1,342 265/ 2846
1945/04 408 739 720 4 218 67| 1,009 1,128 4 380| 236| 1,748
1945/05 682 3 381 98| 1,164 420 20 364| 558| 1,362| 1,102 23 745/ 656| 2,526
1945/06 493 29 821 116| 1,459 309 1 700 88| 1,098 802 30| 1,521 204| 2557
1945/07 511 9 529 184| 1,233 386 17| 1,252| 500 2,155 897 26| 1,781| 684 3,388
1945/08 444 5 477| 105| 1,031 498 - 839 533| 1,870 942 5/ 1,316] 638] 2,901
1945/09 456 - 390 - 846 510 51 805/ 161| 1,527 966 51 1,195| 161] 2373

ENOBRN=NND =N BN O
@
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o

|
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N
o2}
©

&t 6,584 53| 3,971| 1,076| 11,684 | 5,318 99| 7,765| 2,142| 15,3241 11,902| 152| 11,736| 3,218| 27,008

# &t 42,154| 2,778| 25,404| 1,536| 71,872 52,532 4,899| 32,827| 2,667| 92,925 | 94,686 7,677 58:231 4,203| 164,797
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