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From “Fishing” to “Watching”:

Utilization of Marine Creatures as a Wildlife Tourism Resource

W¥EE P
ICHINOSAWA Jumpei

Fishing has been a common use pattern of marine creatures (especially reef fishes) among local people
on the Andaman Sea coast of Thailand. However, fishing opportunity for indigenous people has been
decreasing due to not only expansion of proclaimed protected areas but also a considerable increase of
international tourism revenue in the region. In recent decades a new pattern of utilizing marine creatures,
namely wildlife tourism, has become to generate more economic benefits than reef fisheries. Wildlife
tourism in the Andaman Sea, represented by scuba diving and snorkeling, can be simply defined as an
activity of “watching” marine creatures rather than “catching” and “eating”.

Phuket, Thailand’s largest island, is often called as the pearl of the Andaman. Because of the government-
led tourism development since the late 1970s, Phuket has become the South’s most popular tourist
destination. The purpose of this paper is to describe a current situation of diving tourism around Phuket.
The point of focus is utilization of marine creatures as a tourist attraction in the context of diving tourism.
Through a description of everyday practices of diving guides in Phuket, the ways in which they entertain
diving tourists are revealed. The paper presents an analysis of attitudes and behavior of both diving guides
and tourists based on comparisons with small-scale fishing practices (including fish trap, hook-and-line,
dive-fishing, and gill net fisheries) of local people in the southern part of Phuket Island. Some critical
differences between “watching” and “catching” practices are found, which make it difficult for local
fishermen to change their job to become a diving guide.
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